


WGGP FALL ACTIVITIES 

Women and Power in Asia 

As part of the Year of East Asia, the Women 
and Gender in Global Perspectives Program and 
the Center for East Asian and Pacific Studies 
brought Professor Wu Qing to the University of 
Illinois as a George A. Miller Visiting Professor 
for the week of September 17-24, 2004. While 
she was on campus, Professor Wu met with 
students and colleagues, spoke at several noon 
seminars and luncheons, and gave a MillerComm 
lecture on Chinas Rural-Urban Migrants: Equal 
Opportunities? on September 21 to an overflow 
audience at Levis Faculty Center. (See article on 
page 1.) 

In conjunction with Wu Qing's visit, WGGP 
brought Irene Tinker to campus for a week of 
interaction. Dr. Tinker is Professor Emerita, 
City and Regional Planning/Women's Studies, 
University of California, Berkeley. She was a 
founder of the International Center for Research 
on Women, the Wellesley Center for Research 
on Women, and the Equity Policy Center. 
Her current research focuses on women's 
accumulation of power through home ownership 
and electoral representation. Professors Tinker 
and Wu Qing spoke together at a seminar and led 
discussion on "Women's Political Participation in 
Asia," on September 22, 2004. 
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Developing Power: How Women 

Transformed International Development. 

Irene Tinker and Kathleen Cloud gave a 
presentation on 
September 20 on 
their new book, 
(co-edited by 
Arvonne Fraser and 
Dr. Tinker). Dr. 
Cloud has a chapter 
entitled, "Hard 
Minds and Soft 
Hearts: A University 
Memoir," in which 
she chronicles her 
work in international 
development. Irene 
Tinker also wrote the 

introduction and a chapter. The book includes 
writings of 27 pioneering women from 12 
countries who changed the face--and focus-of 
international development projects and policies. 
The book can be ordered from the Feminist Press 
at www.feministpress.org. 

TransnadonalMigration 

WGGP's Fall Symposium; Gender and 
Transnational Care Work was held on October 
22, 2004. The symposium program included the 
fo11owing: 
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Wu Qing, cont. from p.1 

for Rural Women set up in 1998 and the Migrant 
Women's Club set up in 1996. Our target groups 
are grassroots women, women leaders at village, 
township, and county levels and girls who have 
dropped out of junior high due to poverty. Our 
courses are designed to tap their potential, 
increase their self-esteem, and help them become 
responsible citizens. We also offer skill building 
in computers, hairdressing, waitressing, and 
domestic work. This helps girls between 16 and 
18 find employment after training. When they 
are earning money and feeling empowered, they 
are able to help their families get out of poverty 
and help their siblings continue their education. 

The Migrant Women's Club was established in 
April of 1996, with the purpose of empowering 
migrant women who come to Beijing to look 
for employment. After 1979, more and more 
women and girls migrate to the cities to better 
themselves. 
We now have 
over 700 
members in 
this Club. We 
off er lectures 
on Labor Law, 
Marriage and 
Family Law, 
Gender and 
Citizenship, 
Social Values, 
City Life, and 
so on. We set 
up a "Legal 
Aid Group" 
in 2002 and 
"Emergency 
Relief Fund for Migrant Women" in 2003 to 
follow proper legal process of these women 
to protect their rights and interests . We 
held a fundraising dinner in 2003. From 
feedback requests, we added classes in 
Chinese, mathematics, computer literacy and 
English classes to help them improve their job 
possibilities. 
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Additionally, we publish books to communicate 
our goals to a wider audience and to share success 
stories to inspire those who are uncertain. We 
have three sets of textbooks for literacy classes 
as well as books directed toward specific groups 
of girls and women, such as "Rural Women 
and Development in China," "The Chinese 
Registration System and Migrant Women," 
"Basic Readers for Teenage Girls in Rural Areas," 
"Manual for Preventing Rural Women's Suicide," 
and so on. 

Our Mission and Brief History of our Work 
Our mission is to advance women's human rights. 
Finding ways to provide services for women 
(especially rural women) regarding education, 
health, employment, and social and public services 
has become our first priority. We must help 
rural women become literate! We set the stage 
by emphasizing to women that they are human 

beings first 
and women 
second. 
Women 
should not be 
constrained 
by 
stereotyped 
gender 
roles and 
longstanding 
traditions. 

During the 
Fourth World 
Conference 
on Women, 
we 

participated in workshops and had in-depth 
discussions with women from different continents. 
We all face the same issues: feminization 
of agriculture, poverty, and migration. We 
established training about gender, citizenship, 
democracy, and equality. We use participatory 
methodology in all our training, which helps form 
the foundation for a democratic approach to our 
society. Participants became independent and 




































